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Cover Photo

Grafton resident, Steve Mumaw,
went to Dog Run Lake with his
kayak in mid-March. He landed
a quality 27” rainbow trout esti-
mated to be aroud 9 pounds.
It looks like this terribly long
winter may be behind us now.
Fishing and the upcoming turkey
season is on the warmer horizon.
Be safe in turkey season.
Photo courtesy of Hardcore

Hunters in Grafton.
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WY Big Buck Photo Winners

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Gov.
Jim Justice today announced the
winners of the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources’ second
annual Big Buck Photo Contest.
The 20 youth and five adult win-
ners were announced at a press
conference at the State Capitol on
Wednesday.

“I want to thank the DNR and
everyone who submitted a pic-
ture,” Gov. Justice said. “Each
and every one of them was truly
amazing. It’s important that we
encourage everyone, including
our children, to go outside, learn

"

i -

nice 9 point. Photo courtesy of Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

COOPER’S
CAMPGROUND

Harman, WV

Complete Hookups
It’s Our 45th Year!

304-227-4219

about nature, and enjoy the out-
doors, just like we did when I
was young. It’s an honor for me
to contribute by promoting these
great kids and adults who’re tak-
ing advantage our beautiful out-
doors. That’s some really good
stuff right there.”
The Big Buck Photo Contest,
sponsored by the West Virginia
Division of Natural Resources
and Department of Tourism, was
open to residents and nonresi-
dents and included a youth divi-
sion for hunters 17 and younger
and an adult division for hunters
18 and older.

To enter the contest, hunters had

| to submita photo with a buck they

harvested during a 2022 hunting

| season along with a short account

continue to the next page

Gunner Ketterman brought in a &=

rainbow trout.

INSURING THE OUTDOORS

BOWTECH

DIAMOND

BOW-LISTIC €
ARCHERY SHOP

COMPLETE BOW SERVCE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES
YOUTH BOWS - CUSTOM ARROWS

15105 MacCorkle Av. SE
CROSSBOWS

.excauser Chelyan, WV
* 10 POINT 304.595.2699

*KILLER
INSTINCT
* RAVIN

Mon-Fri
12:30 to 5pm
Sat
10am to 2pm

Booking Wild
Boar Hunts

Chantz Williams landed a March
walleye at Summersville Lake.

Z{OLLHOFF

Specialized
Business

800-998-6810
wv@gunins.com

Insurance

e
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Jayco

RV Center

1-77 N » EXIT 138 e RT62 S » 304-372-1323
Visit Online For More Details - www.adkinsfamilyrv.com

1350 Ripley Rd. Ripley, WV 25271

of their hunt. Each entrant was
required to show proof of a val-
id 2022 West Virginia Hunting
License and had to include the
13-digit DNR-issued game check
number for the buck.

Finalists were chosen by ran-
dom drawing from all eligible
entries and winners were selected
by a judging committee made up
of Gov. Justice, WVDNR Direc-
tor Brett McMillion and Tourism
Secretary Chelsea Ruby or their
designated representatives. Win-
ning photos were selected based
on photo composition, size of the

Gary Paynter has a largemouth &
smallmouth from Bluestone Lake.

buck’s antlers, number of antler
points and how well the hunt was
described. Finalist photos can be
viewed here.

The 20 youth participants will
all receive one lifetime hunting
and fishing license. The five adult
winners can choose one lifetime
hunting license or a two-night
state forest cabin stay. Only West
Virginia residents are eligible for

a lifetime license.

Hadley Allen — Charleston, W.Va.
Olivia Barker — Thornton, W.Va.
Kyla Bibey — Dennison, Ohio
Courtney Burgess — Walton, W.Va.
Blake Burner — Mineral Wells, W.Va.
Eli Currence — Elkins, W.Va.

Curtls Ash caught and released a

March musky.
April/May 2023 ~ Page 5

Donovan Dameron — Cyclone, W.Va.
Landon Hartshorn — Shock, W.Va.
Dillon Jones — Charleston, W.Va.
Bella Kesterson — Franklin, W.Va.
Paige King — Lancaster, Md.

Jonah Marcum — Chapmanville, W.Va.
Rylee Martin — Sutton, W.Va.

Carter McCloud — Ravenswood, W.Va.
Cole Owens — Waverly, W.Va.
Brayden Reese — Scott Depot, W.Va.
Brayden Seago — Sisterville, W.Va.
Samuel Shomo — Junior, W.Va.

Carter Stover — Summersville, W.Va.
Slade Terral — Bob White, W.Va.

Eddy Humphreys, from harles-
ton, has a 7 1/4 pound March bass.



LET US HELP YOU DOUBLE YOUR EFFECTIVE RANGE!

The Best of the West is a pioneer in the long range hunting in-
dustry and was the first company to develop long range shooting
systems and optics over a decade ago.

Attendees will spend time in a classroom setting with a compre-
hensive Powerpoint presentation that integrates actual hunting
scenarios and video of real-world applications with corresponding
principles of long range shooting.

All of that is then applied at the shooting range, where attendees
will experience several BOTW systems featuring the Huskemaw
Advantage.

SPECIFIC TOPICS COVERED IN THE COURSE:

= Internal and external ballistics

+ Shooter/spotter team technique

Wind reading/doping technique
Uphill/downhill angle shooting

Reading the animal's body language
Shot placement based on species
Preparation/gear for long range hunting

- - - - -

AMMUNITION AND SHOOTING SYSTEMS ARE PROVIDED!

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS GIVEN ON BOTW SHOOTING SYSTEMS
AND HUSKEMAW DPTICS FOR ATTENDING THE COURSE.

TO REGISTER
PLEASE CONTACT:

304-377-7460

L.D. EPLING

We Engage Targets
gag g 304-588-4350

Out To 1,000 Yards

Range located on
Rt. 14 North of Spencer
at 4178 Reedy, WV

ETHAN EPLING

COST:$399 per person/per day, handbook provided

DATES: April 17, 2023 to April 30, 2023
(one-day courses offered each of these dates)

LOCATION: This course is hosted by by BOTW Pro Dealers
Trigger Time, LLC and held at the Epling Shooting Range in
Reedy, West Virginia

TRIGGER TIME

GUNSKAMMO

For more info:
304-519-2510
www.triggertimellc.com

FOR MORE INFO
ABOUT THE BEST OF THE WEST
§ HUSKEMAW OPTICS

TRIGGERTIMELLC@OUTLOOK.COM

FARMERSFRIENDINCZ@GMAIL.COM
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Motorcycles « UTV « ATV
Service & Sales

BUCKHANNON, W.VA.
T —

US 33 East VANDALIA RAMP
BUCKHANNON, WV 7AM - 4PM
304-472-4824 +6 FISH LIMIT

www.supersmittys.com

Stonewall
CIassi |

$ suzuki

September
9&10

$125 Entry + $10 Daily Big Bass
No Late Fee Entering At Ramp

All CAN BE OVER 18”
* Complete Rules Given
At Event

Mail In $20 To Hold Boat Number

@ GRAVELY

Spring Turkey Hunting

Pursuing wild turkeys is not only
a fun hunt, it can also be one of the
most challenging ones you'll ever
try. There are many trusted tactics
and techniques to help you bring
in a tom. We could write for hours
on things like turkey sounds and
their meaning, camo selection,
ground blind construction, and
turkey decoy selection. However,
today we're keeping things simple
and to the point. These quick and

easy-to-remember tips will put |
the odds in your favor for spring |

turkey season.
1. Scout

If you take any tip away from |
this list, it should be this one. It

may seem obvious, but you'd be
surprised how many hunters don't
even bother with proper scouting.

Pay The CASH Balance At Ramp
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521 Vienna, WV 26105

. 304-482-7217
You need to get out in the woods |, -oooooo oo,
and listen. You need to get the lay E Name E
of the land, and consider what |i E
land characteristics will affect or |i partner E
influence turkey movement. Don't |i i
continue to the next page E One Phone # E

Alex Goff had success with a nice Eli Ward tagged a snow goose in

buck. Braxton County.

April/May 2023 ~ Page 7



- PONTOON
F  RENTALSE

_a—" _omms|

Snacks/Beverages
Prepared Food

www.burnsvilledock.com

Lipsiieville Daglis

304-853-2822

LIVE BAIT

Gasoline * Marine Supplies

Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

LARGE

TACKLE
SELECTION

Lots Of Jigs
ACC Rods
Zoom & More
Rods & Reels
Yamamoto & More

Bass Sportsman

ENTER AT
THE RAMP ¥
TOURNAMENTS

$100 + $10 BIG BASS
7AM.TO4PM. FORALL
* 6 FISH LIMIT
* OBEY DNR & LAKE RULES
50 - 50 DRAWINGS
OPEN TOALL TEAMS

INFO: 304-482-7217
wvasport@yahoo.com

Stonewall - Vandalia
April 23
Burnsville - Main
May 21
Stonewall - Vandalia
June 25
Stonewall - Vandalia
July 23
Stonewall - Vandalia
August 13
Stonewall - Vandalia
September 24

just show up and call, but get up
early and find where they roost.
2. Roost a bird

Once you consistently find ear-
ly-morning spring gobblers, start
putting them to bed. As your sea-
son gets closer, it's even more
important to have idea of pat-
terns the turkeys around you are
following. When you can roost a
bird, you know where to hunt the
next morning.
3. Find the hens

Find the hens and you'll find the
toms. If you can find where hens
are feeding during hunting sea-
son, you're right where the toms
are going to be strutting.

10 point buck.
April/May 2023 ~ Page 8

4. Shock and awe

Use shock gobbles to help you
find that sneaky old longbeard.
There are a few good ways to
shock a tom into gobbling, but my
favorite is to slam my truck door.
If that doesn't work, see my next
tip.
5. Use an Owl Hooter

If you hunt pressured birds or the
truck-door trick doesn't work, an
owl hooter locator call just might.
Buy one and learn how to use it.

6. Less is more

It's really easy for turkey hunt-
ers to get caught up in the calling.
This is never more true than when

contiue to page 10

Eric Pifer took a quailty buck with
a wide rack.



Stop By Our Store
OR Shop Online
With Over 40,000 ltems
We Ship To You
www.doddsports.com

e BUY
i © SELL
° TR ADE 11-6 Mon-Fri

11-5 Sat

* AMMO * SAFES

* CLOTHING  «FISHING

* HANDGUNS + RELOADING
* AIRGUNS * ARCHERY

* CUTLERY * HANDGUNS
* SCOPES * LONG GUNS
* HUNTING * POWDER

* BOATING * OPTICS

Weatherby ¢ Christensen Arms | s
Ruger * Remington * Browning -
Winchester ¢ Glock * Taurus | |
Thompson Center * Springfield i
And MUCH MORE!

90 Day Lay-Away
20% Down

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg
And Clarksburg

103 Maple Street

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200
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you have a responsive tom that
gobbles with your every cluck.
I've even found myself getting
caught up and over-calling. Don't
make the same mistake. It's easier
said than done, but nothing will
drive a tom mad like a hen play-
ing hard to get. Let him think his
gobbles fell on deaf ears. This is
especially effective if he's already

JACKSON COUNTY’S
OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY « SELL
TRADE » PAWN

We Do Gun Transfers

OLD & NEW SPORTS

seen your hen decoy.
7. The purr and cluck

Just don't when trying to bring
in a tom. This particular sound

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

and call is made only when a hen

IN STOCK

is mad. If you want to confuse a
tom and have them hang up, use
this call. Now that I have that out
of the way, there is really only
one scenario to use this call. If
you have a hen you'd like to keep
around, this call will make her
mad and likely keep her around a

Large Selection

LIVE BAIT

M-S 9am to 5pm Sun 12 - 5PM

Rods - Reels & Tackle For:
Bass * Musky * Crappie
Trout - Catfish & More

813 Washington St.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5855

little longer.

8. Hens make the best decoys _
Similar to the last few tips, you

want to know where the hens are

located, and you want to keep

them around. Pure and simple,

toms are looking for hens so find

show up.
9. Use a mouth call

their impeccable sight. Nothing
will blow a hunt faster than reach- ESEESS : ~ N

ing for a call, or using a call that Young Conner JafVlS brought ma
requires movement. Learn how dqulaity whitetail buck.

Frank Bally used a compound
bow for a great buck.

to properly operate a diaphragm

call and keep it in your mouth un-

til that tom is taking a permanent

dirt nap.

10. Use more than one call
People buy turkey vests for a rea-

son, and they come with a lot of

continue to the next page

Over 49 Years
In Business

Groceries -

STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

Gas - Tires
Hardware
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pockets for a reason. You wouldn't
hit the lake with only one lure, so
why would you limit yourself to
one turkey call? You never know
what a tom will respond to.
11. Use the weather

Weather patterns change bird
behavior, so pay attention to the
forecasts. Snow will slow down
breeding behavior, but they

still need to eat. Rain will work
against a bird's sight, and in my
experience, they then seek open
fields. Wind will do the opposite,
sending them to low, wooded ar-
eas. Calm, sunny days will make
for the best hunting.

Palyn Pr1tchard went to Boone
Count for her quality buck

Theresa Murphy ‘had succes in
Braxton County with her buck.

12. Check your pattern

It may seem obvious, but some
may need a reminder. Shoot your
gun to make sure it's on target. In
fact, shoot it several times with
different loads. Not all loads will
pattern the same with your gun,
so test them all. If you are bow-
hunting, do not forget to practice
before you head out!
13. Decoy or Decoys

Based on your hunting location,
make sure you're using the right
decoy setup. Where turkeys can
see a good distance, use more
decoys. Don't be afraid to throw
out a tom, or even a jake decoy
around your hens in strut zones.
In thicker cover, stick to the less-
is-more mentality.
14. Get aggressive

Intersection of

ROCK Rt. 4 & 20

CAVE Rock Cave, WV
IGA 304-924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce

Propane Exchange
Beverages & Snacks
Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm Sun Noon to 5PM

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

www.rockcave.iga.com

Don't be too afraid to run and
gun. Too many hunters get stuck
on sticking to the field edges
and never changing positions.
If you're within earshot range of
a tom, move, get closer and use
cover to your advantage.

LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV

GUNS |  304-275-4619
In Stock
Or Ordered Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
Safe 5 am-8 pm Fr
Showroom 8 am-8 pm Sat

* Hunting Supplies * Ammo
* Camo Clothing « Muzzleloaders
* Beverages * Gasoline Musky Lures
* Food  Live Bait * Minnows & More
* Fishing Tackle * Crosshbows

Ravin - Barnette

Closed Sunday
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Buy *Sell * Trade *Loans (&3

Gold - Silver - Jewelry - Guns - Electronics - Tools * Archery - And More
Two Locatons To Serve You

INEA

515 Division Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101
NATIONALPAWNB?OKERSASSOCIATION (304) 428-7298

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM  SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM

3410 Emerson Avenue
Parkersburg, WV 26104
(304) 428 PAWN (7296)

www.carlspawnshop.com

WYV DNR Releases 2022 Big Game Bulletin

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.
— West Virginia’s annual white-
tailed deer, wild turkey, black
bear and wild boar harvest num-
bers for 2022 are now available

harvest numbers and helps our
hunters see harvest trends,” said
WVDNR Wildlife Resources
Section Chief Paul Johansen.
“These harvest numbers also help

letin is funded by money collect-
ed through the sale of hunting
and fishing licenses and by funds
from Federal Aid in Wildlife Res-
toration.

to the public, the state Division of
Natural Resources announced on
Wednesday.

Harvest numbers, as well as har-
vests by season and county area,
are made available each year in
the West Virginia Big Game Bul-
letin. Physical copies are avail-
able for free at WVDNR district
offices and at the agency’s Elkins
Operations Center. Digital copies
are available online at WVdnr.
gov/big-game.

“The Big Game Bulletin gives
a broad overview of big game

our biologists monitor big game
populations and recommend any [
needed changes in bag limits or |
season lengths so we can contin-
ue to sustain healthy populations |
of these important species.” ;

Publishing the Big Game Bul- [

.y T —

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

* 32 Years In Business
- LOW RATES
* Details On Page 3

@i“-':‘. %, o 2 REE

ix IJ. -F'I#! J

Jos Witt is one of thousands of

hunters who brought in bucks.
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304-744-8300 = 1414 MacCGorkle Ave SW = Charleston

We offer boat storage and launching of your boat. Leave your trailer at home.
New and Used Boats Parts and Service

& YAMAHA

« Authorized
Yamaha Dealer
- Parts
- Service

Sales * Service * Parts
Open:

Tue-Fri 9-6 www.trojanlanding.com

Sat 8-5
sj,’, 11-4 1414 MacCorkle Ave SW

Charleston, WV 304-744-8300
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50 YARD
INDOOR RANGE

304-622-8440

THE BOW SHOP

HOYT « MATHEWS « DIAMOND « BOWTECH * MISSION « PSE

Repair string and cables for most bows
Custom Arrows - Servicing Bows - Tuning

CROSSBOWS: RAVIN - Prime - SUB 1 - CENTER POINT

Four Miles North Of Clarksburg On Rt. 19 & 20 (Just By RR Tracks) HEPZIBAH ,WV

Open 10AM to 8PM T-F
12PM to 6PM Sat.

LEAGUE
SHOOTING

Harold Cogar, Owner

Catch Spring Crappie This Year

Water temperatures are the pri-
mary driver of spawning (and
catching) locations, as fish favor
those areas that warm first and
hold that temperature well, but to
find crappies consistently, a little
knowledge from the winter sea-

sons can go a long way. I start with
mid-winter community holes that
anglers frequent to find schooled
up groups of crappies over depth.
These areas can be in SOFOW or
more, but in most instances, you
can draw a nearly straight line

BUKITSS Cealryvieut

www.bbcoutdoors.com - View For Information

LIVE BAIT

* Worms - Minnows
* Fishing Tackle
* Hunting Equipment
* Beverages - Beer
* Food - Concessions

- CAMPGROUND

il ELIZABETH, WV
304-275-4444

Mon-Sat 5am to 11pm
Sun 8am to 9pm

Minnows * b
‘Shinegs
LIVE BAIT;

.4.'
=, |
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from these holes, to pre-spawn
staging areas, and the eventual
spawning shallows.

Think of this line as a continu-
um of depth from which to search
along. Start deeper, and move
to shallower staging areas like a
weedline or edge of a flat in 10-
12FOW, then move all the way up
to the shallows beyond, shallower
than 6-8FOW.

The best areas have a well-de-
fined basin, that gives way to an
inside turn or “chute” that fish
follow back and forth as water
temperatures and weather chang-
es. Animals of all kinds are well

known for using topographic fun-
continue to the next page

Falis ettt A P T INR
Amanda Richards had success
with a nice buck this season.

! j o .""



nels and land contours for move-
ment, and fish are no exception.
Underwater topography concen-
trates movement, making inside
turns and the inward directions
that point towards the shallows
great locations to start.

Spring Crappies

On cooler, overcast or rainy days
within the spring period, consid-
er following this line outward to
the depths. On the warmer days,
focus your efforts shallower for
spring crappies, knowing again
that activity will be better from
the middle to late part of the day,
especially in the earlier part of
the spring season. Proceed slowly
with the bow-mount down, using
your electronics as a key part of
this fish-finding session. If you
have side-imaging, make sure to
use it as this technology is tai-
lor-made for locating big schools
of early season panfish.

As far as the spawning locations
themselves, you’re looking for
back bays, coves, and boat canals
with warmer than main-lake wa-
ter temperatures. That said, there
will be zones within these warm-
er locations that fish congregate in

th Shaffer, from Flatwoodé
harvested a great 10 point.

@YAMAHA

OUTBOARD

YAMAHA
SUZUKI
OUTBOARD
Authorized
Service
And Sales

$ suzuki

MARINE

ALUMINUM BOATS

®xpress boats

3783 St Rt 124
Coolville, Ohio 45723

(across the river from Parkersburg, WV)

(/) (/, S s 740-846-0062

NTOONS * / www.7riversmarine.com
We Repalr AII Makes And Models Of Outboard and Inboard Engines

soft-bottom 1is available. Cover

That can be docks, brush piles, however is secondary to water
bulrushes, pencil-reeds, and temperature, so keep that in mind.
lily pad root stems where only

more heavily.

continue to the next page

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans
A NEW & USED GUNS
JACKSON

||y 506 WALNUT ST.
COUNTY O [I RAVENSWOOD, WV
PAWN ) 304-273-5961

Gold - Musical Instruments - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!
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Lastly, know that spawning
location depth is relative for
the lake you’re fishing and
its clarity. Fish in clear water
can spawn well outside of the
reedbeds in 60 degree or more,
while murky-water fish can be
right up against the bank.
Speed Decisions

Now that you’ve found them,
effort can go into catching them,
but it’s good to pause a bit be-
fore you start slinging any old jig.
Decipher an approach based on
speed first and foremost, taking
careful account of the time of year
and water temperature, along with
time of day, and what you see on
your electronics. If earlier, and
fish are tightly schooled on pre-
spawn transition flats and edges,
you’ll want to fish slower than if
it were later in the day, season,
or otherwise warmer and fish are
more spread out.

It’s hard to beat a bobber for
crappies in that regard, as station-
ary targets presented in the right
locations are hard for these fish
to ignore, sometimes regardless
of what bait or lure is tied on the

ARCHERY 1 FOOD PLOT
» Excaliber * Numerous
Striker Seeds
- Bows LIVE BAIT
- crossbows [HardCore § Hunters| . worms
DEER FEED * Minnows
- Corn * More
* Available By \L,, SUPPLIES
The Ton - Scents
+ Custom Blends * Trail Cams
Available * More
Stop by our fully e
stocked hunting
and fishing store!
Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3
Closed Sunday
1102 West Main St. | iBslie > .~
Grafton, wV DEER ATTRACTANTS
304-265-9278 CORN _IEED

business end of the line.

Simple jigs and minnows early
season under a slip bobber are
deadly, and eventually, give way
to tubes and hair jigs both with
and without minnows as fish slip
into the spawn. Slowly retrieved
jig and plastic combinations be-
come the most efficient and effec-
tive means to cover water, catch
fish, and target more crappies.

Kenna Weese bagged an 8 point.

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447
Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379
email: info@hillbillyhaven.com

website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently
located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91
one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional

information, and policies. A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations. Major credit cards
are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

* All log cabins are exceptionally clean
and beautifully decorated to be your
home away from home.

* Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and
safe environment

* Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

* Four person cabins have full bed
downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

* Six person cabins have king or queen beds
and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub
dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

* Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.
Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

* Accessible cabin available.

* Satellite TV and DVD player

* Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

* Full bath with shower

* Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,
playground and horseshoe pits

* Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV
souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

* Open 365 days a year

* Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold
Palmer Golf course. 2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson
Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and
hunting just two minutes away.

* Join the fun this year.
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304.637.0000 [FIAOLLY: 3222 BEVERLY PIKE
performancechevywv.com =T ELKINS, WV

WELCOME TO “Give Our Credit Depar.'tment
TRUCK COUNTRY ['HV““ l_-l- A Chance. Good Credit. Bad

Credit Or No Credit.”

e Areas Largest Selection Of Vehicles
e Huge Inventory Of AWD Vehicles

H177148 - $61,795 H116046 - $48,135 H182742 - $53,615

2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 Custom 2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 WT

jinil |

H147893 - $53,615 H176924 - $53,915 H101486 - $42,635
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 WT 2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 WT 2023 Chevrolet Blazer 3LT

‘ol -

H184831- $34,430 H217563 - $65,815 H176205 - $65,760

2023 Chevrolet Equinox RS 2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST 2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LTZ

UH203708- $8,995 UH325318 - $20,995 UH117121 - $10,995
2012 Chevrolet Sonic 2LZ 2012 Nissan Titan PRO-4X 2014 Ford Taurus SEL Sedan

All vehicles subject to prior sale. Sales CANNOT be used in conjunction with another. Rebates and discounts subject to change due to the manufacturer.
Al pricing with approved credit on qualifying vehicles. Tax, Tag and Title fees not included. New model pictures for illustration only.
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Lots Of Fun Fishing Facts

The Largest Fishing Lure In
The World Is As Long As A
School Bus

The largest fishing lure in the
world is a red and yellow spoon
with a treble hook that is more
than 40 feet long, with the

spoon being 27.5 feet long and
9.5 feet wide. The treble hook is
14 feet long and 8 feet wide.

The record is credited to sib-
lings Brad Pallister and Jessica
Dew and sits outside the Thomp-
son-Pallister Bait Company in Al-

2023 Boats In Stock

Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes
Pontoon * Bass Boats

Triton Boats Arrlvmg Soon! 8N

(L

e Flberglés
o Alummum L}

erght S Rlver5|de Marlne
Rt. 2 South of
St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

Prizomn

BOATS
EYAMAHA
LPERCURY

Certified Service Department

m
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berta, Canada.

The Anglerfish Fishes With A
Rod And Bait

Female Anglerfish have a long
appendage on the top of their
heads that has a fleshy lure at the
end of it.

They use their “pole” to waive
the lure around to entice other
fish, then gulp them down!
Fishing Made Us Human

Scientists have found evidence
from 1.9 million years ago that
our early, pre-human hominid an-
cestors caught, processed, and ate
fish.

continue to page 20

Nathan Sendling hooked an 8 1b.,
2 0z.rainbow. Photo courtesy of Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

21 Country Market

Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* Food & Beverages

« Convenience Items

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North Ripley, WV



HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

WV’s Largest Tackle Store

Rapala * Molix * X Zone ¢ Keitech ¢ Strike King * Berkely * Storm
13 Fishing * KW « Yamamoto ¢ Yum ¢ Rebel ¢ Bandit * 6th Sense
Bomber ¢ AC Shiner ¢ Jackall » Havoc ¢ Net Bait « Z Man « Gamakatsu
VMC « Cabin Creek * Bio Bait * Bass Pro ¢ Live Target « AAT
Goggan * Lunkerhunt « Sufix « Lucky Strike * Reaction * KVD ¢ Rage
Zoom ¢ FYAO ¢ Missle * Venom ¢ Gulp * Seagar ¢ P Line * & MORE!

Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories * Clothing

Trapping and much more!
OPEN - 7 Days A Week

RODS: AVORITE - LEW’S
CASHION - BERKLEY
FENWICK - ABU GARCIA

ZEBCO - G LOOMIS - HALO
13 FISHING - ST. CROIX
PENN - DAIWA

LIVE BAIT

Minnows * Worms * Mealworms

A k ! n! ?

SMUTTY DOG - LEOPARDIS CRANE
« TYRANT - JH BAIT - BITE BACK
JONES - HUGHES RIVER - BOGGS

Just Outside Of Parkersburg COBB’S - MYERS - LLUNGEN

13520 Emerson Ave. RED OCTOBER - HOTTAIL & MORE
Ohio River Outdoors LLC Williamstown, WV 26187 On RT. 2

On Facebook 3.3 Miles From 177 Emerson Ave Exit 304'91 6'1 800
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Chuck Brltton used a compound
bow for a Pleasants County buck.

Just North Of Friendly, WV

They believe that their diets,
rich in fish protein, were a vital
component that contributed to the
rapid expansion of hominid brain
size. This eventually led to the
evolution of Homoerectus, later

Mark Gray caught a huge large-

7816 ENERGY HIGHWAY (RT.2)
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

- WE SHIP GUNS & AMMO - VIEW OUR WEBSITE

www. greywolfarmament com ACCESSORlES

hours: Mon-Fri 9 to 5:30
Saturday 10 to 2
Sunday 1to 5

The Fish Indians Taught The Pil-
grims To Plant Is Still Used Today
Menhaden were the fish that the
Indians told the first Pilgrims in
Massachusetts to use as fertilizer.
They are still considered “the

mouth bass in a private lake.

followed by Homosapiens! continue to the next page

LAKE VIEW CABINS

Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area. Min-

utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course

and boat rentals. Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area
(public hunting & fishing). Only 6 miles from

1-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV

*A/C e Easy Access

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER
SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public
Hunting Areas. 15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000
Acres On Stonecoal

TV -DVD * Great View Of Lake
e Barbecue Grill * Fully Equipped Kitchen
e Large Porch Area Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876
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most important fish in the sea”
and have several important uses
including in pet foods, cosmet-
ics, and food supplements, among
other uses.

And yes, we still use them for
fertilizer!
The Heaviest Blue Catfish

The heaviest catfish was caught
in Kerr Lake, Bugg Island, Vir-
ginia.

It was caught on June 18th,
2011 by Richard Nicholas Ander-
son. The blue catfish he caught
weighed in at 143 pounds!
Largemouth And Smallmouth
Bass Aren’t Actually Bass

They are members of the sunfish
family, which means that they are
more closely related to bluegills
and pumpkinseed fish than to real
bass!

Stone Age Fishing Tackle Would
Look Familiar To Modern Fisher-
man

At a site in Israel, archaeologists
found stone-age fish hooks and
sinkers from 12,000 years ago.

The hooks were made of bone

and correspond with modern fish-
continue to page 23

Wﬂham erkle 9, got. theshot on
this 468 1b. field dressed black

bear. Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-
tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Contact: Roger & Jill
1200 Pike St.
Marietta, Ohio 45750

roger@nuhausoutdoors.com

Outdoor?’

STRUCIURES FOR TOUR BACKYARD

* Large Selection Of Sheds & Buildings
* Financing Available 90 or 180 Days
* Can Build On Your Location - WviOH

740-896-4003 Office
304-488-4036 Cell

nuHausOutdoors.com
Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm Sat 9am to 2pm

Remington * Winchester - Weatherby * Browning * Rossi

SPORTING GOODS | > 1 1. |
Park Center o i

RAINELLE, WV |
304-438-5660

9AM to 6PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

. Iyoueay

« Smith & Wesson - Savage

CROSSBOWS BY: RAVIN
* BARNETTE * BEAR ¢ KILLER
INSTINCT
COMPOUND BOWS BY:
MATHEWS « HOYT « BEAR

It's FISHING seaon

Stop By For Tackle

NEW BIGGER
STORE NEXT DOOR

3
Q
=
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o
(]
2]
=]
S
8
-
©
(7]
S
[
11]

LARGE SELECTION OF
FISHING EQUIPMENT
SAFES - KNIVES

Auaqi - yy3 - ulaep - yooslzeag - abnoy - biaqssoyy - AlusH - 43N

Ruger - Glock - Benelli

Kimber - T-C Encore - Traditions - CVA - Thompson Center
April/May 2023 ~ Page 21



GET A CLEARER VIEW OF THE MAGAZINE
FREE ONLINE EVERY 6 WEEKS
* BACK ISSUES CAN BE VEWED BACK TO 2006

www.Wvasportsman.net

Tou must have adobe
Be sure to like us on our Facebook Page dcrobat
under Mark Goudy. Submit your current big game and w
fish photos on our wall or TEXT your current A u;—e .;E artsman
game & fish photos from this year to 304-482-7217.  ‘wagazine. If you don't
Be included in the next edition of the Sportsman! nave
it click the image below

https://www.facebook.com/mark.goudy.58

= Click Below o Open this manth's Free internet lssue
Click ma tnrpaur of the W.Va. Spoertsman Magazine
et acluariiingl

REREEREEREERE
ey

Check out the
February/March 2023 Issue
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Past Champions
14th Annual Bass Sportsman 2010 Long - Poling $1 25 Per Team

Kings 0f The Lakes ::5=- August 19 & 20

2013 SpUF|OCk- Collins Burnsvi"e - Day 1
o 2 Day 2014 Cottrell - Cottrell
20% of Teams Tournament 2015 Ray - Heater Sutton - Day 2
2016 Godwin - Godwi
Get A Check *OneEntry Fee )17 L%n\gl? Johf,sf,ﬁn Big Bass Tournament Each Day
33 Team 2018 Godwin - Godwin $10 Each Day Fee On Big Bass
7AM TO 4PM e w»  Limit 2019 Fleshman - Fleshman Total Cost = $145
DAILY S ' 2020 Marks - Marks otat Lost =
» 2021 Estep - Collins MAIL IN GETS
2022 L.Long - Harper EARALIER BOAT NUMBER
YOU CAN ENTER AT THE RAMP
NO LATE FEE

Mail In By - August 14th
Guaranteed 1st Place SEND $20 - Pay CASH Balance At Ramp
CLIP OUT & MAILTO BASS SPORTSMAN PO BOX 5521 VIENNA, WV 26105

r — - - — L

| Team Names |

| 1 Address |
|

$20 Preregister Fee y

I
City St Zip
L — —_

Braxton County

N4 A CVB B ille Dock MINN KOTA
BRA ION o 0 urnsville Docks

Gas - Boat Rentals Rat's Marine 457 Enterprise Dr.

S

Cenber gowiself freee
245 Skidmore Lane Burnsville, WV Flatwoods WV Gassoway, WV
braxtonwv.org Sutton, WV 304853-2822 304-765-3500 304-364-4496

fish hooks and sinkers from over 30 million, and that number percent of the population over 16
12,000 years ago. is growing. goes fishing in any given year!

The hooks were made of bone  This means that well over ten continue to the next page
and correspond with modern fish-
hooks, both in a range of sizes and
styles. There are unbarbed hooks
and also barbed hooks of several
different types.

With the hooks, they also found
stone age sinkers! These were
round pebbles with a groove
carved around them to hold the
fishing line. (He 1
More Than 30 Million Americans [
Go Fishing Each Year
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Tent & RV Sites
CABIN RENTAL

Greg Berry
304-860-3890
(cell)

BERRY’S CAMPGROUND

Overnight Camping
\ New River Road

Hinton, WV

www.berryscamp.com

Fluid & Brooklyn Kayaks
CAN Outdoors

Lots Of Fishing Tackle - Southern WV’s Kayak Dealer
308 Hinton Bypass Hinton, WV 304-309-3800

Bait & Tackle
Great Fishing
Catamaran Rentals

Snacks & Cold Drinks
Kayak & Tube Rentals

304-466-4199

berrycampinfo@aol.com

The Oldest Freshwater Gamefish
Ever Caught Was Over 100 Years
Oold

A female Bigmouth Buffalo
caught near Pelican Rapids, Min-
nesota was found to be 112 years
old.

Of the 386 bigmouth Buffalo
they tested, 90 percent of the pop-
ulation was over 80 years old and
five were over 100!

Maria Delores Montesinos Fer-
nandez Is The Most Accurate Fly
Caster Ever

On December 11th, 2011, Ms.
Fernandez cast a weighted fly
into a fishbowl that had a 6.8-inch
opening from 23 feet away with-
out touching the sides!

She did this on the set of El Show
de Los Records, in Madrid, Spain.

Fisherman Spend Over 45 Billion
A Year On Fishing

This includes money spent on
gear, licensing clothing, and ac-
commodations. Fishing is a seri-
ous boost to the economy and a
major source of funding for the

maintenance and conservation of

our waterways and species.

The Hagfish Is The Weirdest Fish
Hagfish are an incredible slimy

jawless eel that lives in the ocean.

Tony Crumbhss from Brldgeport
landed a huge bass in a local lake.

Josh Campbelf reeled in a nice
hybrid bass.

If disturbed they can produce
enough slime to fill a two-gallon
bucket in a matter of minutes.

They are also the only fish that
sneezes. Weird!

Lampreys Are A Remnant Of The

Ancient Past
continue to page 26

1-79 Exit 96 Eis:tipng
unti
Weston, WV SUPP,ieg

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance ;
11/2 Miles On The Right ;

304-269-6097

Broken Wheel Campground

7#Y LIVE BAIT

and Country Store
Gifts - Game Room
- Playground
Nightly & Monthly Rates
~=! Boat & Camper Storage
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ROV'SRV THE RV GIANT 553
‘] SUPERCENTER © & AOWPERSPONTS DEALER &

3437 BEVERLY PIKE m
ELKINS, WV 26241

. ~ I
0-447-7697 -
- 2022 INTIMIDATOR 2022
CLASSIC 1000 INTIMIDATOR
DIESEL #09570 GC1K CREW
#09737
MSRP $23,018

NOW 520,892 MSRP $22,402 NOW 519,902

2022 JAYCO 2022 OPEN
JAY FLIGHT RANGE
SLX 174BH 19BH
#1205

#K3232

2022 OPEN 2022
RANGE TRANSCEND
26BH o | 255FK
#F3197 || #04887

WAS $33,579 NOW $24,875 | | WAS $36,342 NOW $28,968

- 2022 2022 NO
W | PASSPORT

U | asse || B0 19.8

#14201 #06602

WAS $49,171 NOW 533,590 WAS 542,149 NOW 528,154
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Lampreys (along with hagfish)
are the last holdovers of a time
before fish evolved jaws. At one
time, all fish were jawless.

For unknown reasons, these two
species stopped evolving and are
now the last representatives of
what all fish once were like!

You Can Tell A Fish’s Age The
Same Way You Can Tell A Tree’s

By counting growth rings! Just
like a ring in the tree’s wood tell
its age, so do the rings in fish.

These can be either in their scales
or ear bones, which are called oto-
liths. These methods have been
tested by carbon dating and found
to be totally accurate!

The Most Common Fishing Meth-

Riddle

caught an 8 1b. 4 oz.

rainbow. Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Ron

Brock Schoonover has a 9 1b. 4

0z. rainbow. Photo courtesy of Mid-
dle Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

od Is Also The Oldest

The most common fishing meth- | ]
od in the world is called bait fish- 4 IM
ing or still fishing. i W)

It is also the simplest. You put a 22 North Locust Street
worm or bread ball, or any other
bait on your hook, cast it out into BUCkhannOH, \"AY
the water, and wait. 26201

There’s a reason it’s the most

common method. Not only is it (304) 472-4100

simple and inexpensive, but it’s
also one of the most effective
ways to catch fish!
Muskies Are Seriously Aggres-
sive

The most dangerous fish found
in freshwater in the United States
(not counting Bull Sharks that
swim up rivers from the ocean) is
the Muskellunge.

Muskies, a big toothy fish that
looks like a freshwater barracuda,
have been known to eat fish half
their size or bigger, mammals,
birds, and even small dogs!

They have also been known to
attack people and can do damage
with their rows of razor-sharp
teeth!

W -*?Aslddle Mountain (%og E! e§

ﬂ :.” Hot Dogs
Hamburgers

Pepperoni Rolls
=== Discount Tobacco
Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning * Ammo
Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders
Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro * Mike’s * Joe’s Flies * Berkley

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Minnows » Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

LIVE BAIT

RT. 33 East

Just Before The 4 Lane

| ELKINS, WV

304-636-5569
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. 4 R i ."":'..-'-
Doody Cook caught a big small-
mouth & largemouth bass at Ste-
phens Lake near Beckley.

Bassmaster Classic

Winner
By Jeff Gustafson

Being the first Canadian to win
the Academy Sports + Outdoors
Bassmaster Classic presented by
Toyota is pretty special. We have
a lot of people in Canada who
love bass fishing and a lot of good
anglers who aren’t going to have
the same chance that I did.

I respect all of the guys I fish
against so much as well as all the
names that are on that trophy. It
will be nice to have this one over
Chris and Cory Johnston for a
while as well. I only kid ... and
the reality is those guys are super

In Stores Or Contact Us
Roger Perry
pandrwhitetailsupreme@gmail.com
304-613-9055

Made In Buckhannon, WV
P & R Whitetail Supreme On Facebook

good and their results speak for
themselves.

I was totally wowed by the .
crowd inside Thompson-Boling |
Arena, all of the lights, the music,

the whole spectacle. It was the
highlight of my fishing career and
really my life.

It all happens so fast. You are so
excited, and a lot of emotions run
through you. When all the confet-

continue to page 29

Larry Nichols bagged his
buck in Marion County.

first

: 7 “’% G

(GENE) Haas Sales

o0 Anywhere, Do Anything
We Call Them Goats

| *« 8 Wheels Of 4WD Traction
* 450 Model 25HP - 32HP - 37HP

* Gas Or Diesel Engines
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75 Highland Ridge Road
Off The Lower Salem Exit On | 77

Marietta, Ohio
45750

(740)374-3245




STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT oyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best

WVU JACKSON’S MlLL musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut
STONECOAL LAKE stone masonry building in North America. Home to
TRANS_ALLEGHENY LUNAT'C ASYLUM West Virginia's largest yard sale. |18 championship

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your

W he re | ege nds next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM
are Made
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etti went off around me, I thought
I lost my hearing. There was so
much of that stuff it blocked ev-
erything out.

I really can’t believe how it all
worked out. With the moping
technique, I am glad we had the
Live video going so people could
see what I was looking at. It prob-
ably isn’t exciting to watch, but I
love doing it. The fans being able
to see my bait, see what the fish
were doing and how they were
moving around was awesome.

HANK'S DISCOUNT & PRWN SHOP

SPORTING GOODS « PAWN SHOP
NEW & USED GUNS ¢ FISHING - AMMO
MANY OF YOUR HUNTING NEEDS IN STOCK

69 N. MAIN ST.
PHILIPPI, WV 26416
304-457-1268

It is something I love doing and
am confident with.

I have been using a new Aqua-Vu
system this year where I can plug
it into my Humminbird Apex unit
and look at it on that screen. It is

@ a much bigger screen and bright-

er. It is beautiful and awesome for

| using the Aqua-Vu.

So when I got to Knoxville and

S started practicing on the Tennessee

Joe Defazio hooked a 4 1/2 Ib.

golden.  Photo courtesy of Middle
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

A =
Brent Ware got an 8 point in Ran-
dolph County.

River, I went to that canal where 1

caught them last time right away.
There were more fish, probably
more bass than there were the last
time. But half the field spent time
fishing there. Then on Saturday
there was a local tournament right
at the ramp there and a lot of those
guys were fishing there.
Basically, Irealized pretty quick-
ly that I wasn’t going to be able to
win in the canal. Those fish were

continue to the next page

! " HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms
Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

PSE Bear

Killer Instinct Barnett  ayare

Tackle By: Warden + Super Duper - Strike King
Berkley - Mepps - Owner - Zoom * Yum - Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn - Zoom - Trout Magnet - Eagle Claw - Daiwa
Cabin Creek - Shakespeare « St. Croix * Zebco - Case

Ugly Stik - Gitzit - Rebel - Heddon < Rapala & More!

Camping Supplies * Musky Tackle ¢ Marine Products
1427 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Crab Orchard, WV
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getting really hard to catch.

But I had my Aqua-Vu, and
I have the exact dots where I
caught a lot of my fish last time.
There are rocks there, and I would
put the Aqua-Vu down and see the
bass sitting in the cracks of these
rocks. What it taught me was,
you couldn’t idle around and find
these fish on Tellico. They were
glued to the bottom. That’s why
I think, for the most part, no one

o on s GUNS, AMMO, RELOADI
It wasn’t super clear to where HUNTING, ARCHERY, FISHING

you could move around with it

IPITI R RPN TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
the rock and then quickly put it [ , :
down there. I saw a few smallies N oo — | ﬂ

with their bellies to the bottom in AN = = — -

some of the little cracks. That was
all I needed to see.

epair firearms
* Beetle cleaning for skull and antler mounts

6522 Tyler Highway

SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175
304-758-2150

DEER PROCESSING

www.facebook.com/mountainsidewyv
Jeff Goddard trapped a big coyote www.mountainsidewv.com

and bobcat. Photo courtesy of Tyler
Outdoor Supply in Middlebourne.
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200+ Campsites * All Utilities
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout

Tube Rentals

Cable TV @®®®
®® US Rt 33 n

# 9 Miles East Of Elkins
oA J/  BOWDEN,WV

. 304-636-0023
www.revelles.com

IS

Archery In The

Schools Results
CHARLESTON, W.VA. — The
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources announced on Thurs-
day results from the 18th WVD-
NR Archery in the Schools State
Tournament.

The top high school teams were
Shady Spring, Winfield and Hur-
ricane. The top middle school
teams were Ripley, Peterstown
Middle and Elkview. And the top
elementary school teams were

| state participated in the tourna-

Roger Perry shot a 10 point Poca-

hontas Co. buck. Photo courtesy of
Whitetail Supreme in Buckhannon.

GROVE MARINE TRACKER

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Deale

304-547-5044

7 MILES EAST OF
WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

" 9am to 5pm M-F
o Sat 10am to Noon

Triadelphia, WV

= 3,000 people attended the event.

{ so hard all year the largest tour-
| nament we have ever put on and

Elk, Bridge/Clendenin and Mays- [
ville. The top 10 male and top 10
female archers in the high school,
middle school and elementary
divisions also were recognized
during a ceremony.

More than 750 students from
nearly 70 schools from around the

ment at the Charleston Coliseum
and Convention Center. Nearly |s£,

“We set a goal this year to give
the kids and coaches who work [%

Jaden Witers got her 1st buck

continue to the next page with a crossbow..

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
Yamaha
— = South Ba
Rodger Smith Hoda g

M A R I
4876 Route 152

N E
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TRI-LAKES
RT. 19 WALKERSVILLE

Ammo

Live Bait

Game Checking
Fishing Supplies

Camp Sites - Full Hookups
CHALETS - CALL FOR RESERVATIONS
Eat-In or Carry Out Food - Pizza
Hoagies - Subs - Burgers
Beverages & More

Easy Access To Stonewall Jackson

Stonecoal & Burnsville Lakes \E

304-452-8870
6am to 10pm Mon-Sat

9am to 9pm Sun

I think we did that,” said Chris
Scraggs, who coordinates the Ar-
chery in the Schools program for
the WVDNR. “As always, we
want to thank everyone who par-
ticipated in the program this year
and extend a big congratulations
to all our teams and students that
placed in the state tournament.”
In the weeks leading up to the
tournament, more than 1,400 stu-
dents from 96 schools in West
Virginia participated in qualifier
rounds. The top ten elementary,

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING FISHING )
CAMPING
HARD TO FIND AMMO

22LR - 22MAG
243 - 221250 - 222

!-.

Camo Clothing * Tree Stands

Ammunition

. Archery Equipment
Z57T= Bows & Arrows
( i g Rods & Reels
/. Camping Equipment
' Fishing Lures

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm Sun 1pm to 6pm
Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19
Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart
506 FIREHOUSE ROAD

BIRCH RIVER, WV
304-439-5329

middle and high school teams
and the top 15 male and top 15
female elementary, middle and
high school students were invited
to participate in the state tourna-
ment.

“l want to congratulate the
schools and students who partic-
ipated in the West Virginia State
Archery in the Schools tourna-
ment,” said West Virginia De-
partment of Commerce Secretary
James Bailey. “By promoting
shooting sports and providing
opportunities for youth to par-
ticipate in activities like Archery

Convenience Store * Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies * Souveniers
Game Checking Station ¢ Hardware

Lazy Acres Mart

Buckhannon, WV

1/2 Mile from
Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279 )AL B TV §§

future for West Virginia.”
Tournament competition is open
only to schools that have re-
ceived the National Archery in
the Schools training and follow
NASP rules. For more informa-
tion on the West Virginia Archery
in the Schools Program or to at-
tend the next training, visit wvdnr.
gov/west-virginia-archery-in-the-
schools-program.

in the Schools, we are not only [

instilling important skills in our
young people, such as focus and
discipline, but also contributing
to the growth of our state’s econ-
omy. Hunting and fishing are an
integral part of our state’s heritage

and by fostering an interest in |

these activities through programs
like this, we are ensuring a strong

Rick Johnson caught & released a

quality musky in March.
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Dan Cunningam reeled in a5
1/4 pound rainbow trout recently.

SPENCER’S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745 &M
Ly gﬁ

Over 55 Years
Experience

BIRDS ¢ FISH « ANTLERS
LIFE SIZE MOUNTS GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV

ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE



MON - FRI 8-5 SAT 9-5

Paradise RVs i

Leader to the Great Outdoors, [

VIKING « APEX « ADRENALINE
CATALINA « SANDPIPER * SPIRIT

@ Boats

Bed Liners - Parts

@YAMAHA

IBASSIBOATS
JON!/BOATS

NEW & USED |
RV’S "
BOATS
Lots Of
RV Parts |t
Service =

Weather Tech Products

www.paradiservs.net
138 Colt Industrial Dr.
MOUNT HOPE, WV 25909
304-860-1948
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LEESON’S IMPORT MOTORS LLC

SALES - FINANCE - PARTS « SERVICE
www.leesonsmotors.com 320 West Main Street
Bridgeport, WV
(304) 842-5469

-4
. - S SUZUKL pews Used
GO KYMCO

Motorcycles
ATV & UTV's

Total WV Deer Harvest

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va.

— Deer hunters in West Virginia
have had a good year. According
to preliminary numbers released
by the West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources on Thursday,
hunters harvested 118,606 deer
during the 2022-2023 seasons,
which is a 12.7 percent increase
over the 2021 harvest and 12.2
percent above the five-year aver-
age of 105,718.

“From the start of the archery and
crossbow seasons in September to
our Mountaineer Heritage season
in January and everything in be-
tween, West Virginia has some of
the most incredible deer hunting
opportunities in the eastern Unit-
ed States,” said WVDNR Director
Brett McMillion. “We’re excited
to announce a good harvest this
year and we’re so encouraged to
see hunters and their families get-
ting out more and more each year

and enjoying so much success in
the field.”

The increased deer harvest can
be attributed to favorable weath-

er and poorer mast conditions in |

2022 and a slightly lower overall
deer harvest during the 2021 sea-

sons, which resulted in more deer |

being available last year.

A breakdown of the combined |

2022 deer seasons reveals that
hunters harvested 48,938 bucks
during the traditional buck fire-
arm season, 31,669 antlerless deer
during all antlerless firearm hunt-
ing opportunities, 32,850 deer
during urban and regular archery
and crossbow seasons, 4,566 deer
during the muzzleloader season
and 583 deer during the Moun-
taineer Heritage season.
Buck Firearms Season

During West Virginia’s two-
week buck firearms season from

continue to apge 36

CRISS SALES & SERVICE  Husqvarna
(304) Shindaiwa
472-1474 & More

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV Saws & Trimmers

Lawn & Garden

CUSTOM ARROWS

Gold Tip Carbon Crosshow Bolts

J & R SPORTING
GOODS & PAWN
One Block Off Main Street
34 Rebecca Street

SHINNSTON,WV

304-371-3065
HUNTING - FISHING - ARCHERY

Bow Repair & Set-up

90 year old Paul Lathey had deer
success in Jackson County.

BRUSHY FORK MART

Brushy Fork Road

Buckhannon, WV
(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)

E D E

Diesel
Kerosene
WYV Lottery & Powerball
We Have SHINERS
and CRAPPIE MINNOWS

Mon to Sat 6am to 10pm-
Sun 7am to 9pm
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~ NEW LOCATION ~

¥
g

= : : = | .. ' ﬁ“
~ WHEELER'S =8 . == WHEELER'S ;
~ GUNSzAMMO SN | UL GUNS2AMMO Soo

681-208-5070 Sl Koo IS 6812085010 o

SR,

‘Wheeler's Guns & Ammo

160 5th St. Elkins, WV
681-298-5070

TRUMP 2024

AUTO ORDANCE

2 1911 PISTOLS
TO CHOOSE FROM

45 SEMI-AUTO PISTOLS

Open 8am to 3pm LIMITED PRODUCTION Brian Wheeler
Closed Wed & Sun Owner
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Advertise In The
W Va Sportsman in 2023

e LOW RATES - Details On Page 3
e Reach Interested Customers
e FREE Online wvasportsman.net
e In Business For 32 Years

Nov. 21 — Dec. 4, hunters har-
vested 48,938 bucks, an increase
of 18 percent over the 2021 har-
vest. The largest increases were
reported in West Virginia’s cen-
tral and western areas, where
buck harvests increased 39 and
36 percent, respectively. The top
10 buck harvest counties in 2022
were Greenbrier (1,856), Pres-
ton (1,760), Randolph (1,667),
Ritchie (1,633), Jackson (1,539),
Hampshire  (1,453), Mason
(1,417), Kanawha (1,352), Lewis
(1,270) and Pocahontas (1,196).
Antlerless Deer Season

During the 2022 antlerless deer
season, which includes the youth,
class Q and class XS deer season,
hunters harvested 31,669 deer, an
increase of 14.7 percent compared
to the 2021 harvest of 27,614 and
3.1 percent above the five-year
average of 30,708.

“It is important to note that the
antlerless harvest is the key com-
ponent to any deer management
strategy, as it controls the future
deer population,” said Paul Jo-
hansen, chief of the WVDNR’s
Wildlife Resources Section.

The top ten antlerless deer harvest
counties in 2022 were Preston
(1,523), Jackson (1,327), Lewis
(1,255), Mason (1,250), Ritchie
(1,246), Upshur (1,241), Wood
(1,070), Hampshire (1,063),
Roane (939) and Monroe (870).
Muzzleloader Deer Season
Hunters harvested 4,566 deer
during the 2022 muzzleloader
season, which is a 9.8 percent in-
crease over the 2021 harvest of
4,159, but 3.2 percent below the
five-year average of 4,718. The
muzzleloader deer season harvest
does not include the deer taken
with side lock and flintlock muz-
zleloaders during the Mountain-
eer Heritage season. The top ten
muzzleloader deer harvest coun-
ties were Preston (204), Randolph

(193), Nicholas (188), Greenbri- |

er (166), Upshur (155), Jackson
(153), Lewis (139), Wood (139),
Braxton (138) and Mason (133).
Archery and Crossbow Deer Sea-
son

Hunters harvested 32,850 deer
with bows and crossbows in
2022, a 4.7 percent increase over

the 2021 harvest of 31,362 and 13
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percent above the five-year aver-
age of 29,067. The archery and
crossbow harvest does not include
the 37 deer taken with recurves
and longbows during the Moun-
taineer Heritage season. The top
ten archery deer harvest counties
are Preston (1,557), Kanawha
(1,166), Randolph (1,090), Wy-
oming (1,053), Raleigh (1,046),
Wood (984) Upshur (962), Jack-
son (950), Fayette (945) and Ma-
son (828).

For more information about deer
hunting in West Virginia or to
purchase a hunting license, visit
WVdnr.gov.

Mathew Brown landed some ear-
ly season Bluestone smallmouth.



Young Jacob Lauer caught a 217
rainbow trout at Shavers Fork.

Matt Miller brought in an unusual
15 point .

caught a big early smallmouth.

The Bobcat

24'x 16’

384 Square

W Features A 24’ x 8
Covered Porch

Building Materials

/\/\\ Available

MOUNTAIN STATE
LOG HOMES, INC.

“Your Path To Affordable o Locations In WV

Log Home Living” 208 Display Drive

FREE Unloading At Your Sit Jane Lew, WV 26378
° nloading our Site i i
« Milled Locally In Jane Lew, WV 304-884-6646

¢ Kiln Dried White Pine Log Choices 521 Hinkle Road
Fayetteville, WV 25840
Many NEW 304-517-9081

models to choose from.

MILL DIRECT
PRICES!

D-Logs 6" x6",6"x 8", 8" x 8
Log Siding 67, 87, 12
Douglas Fir Beams
Dove Tail Log 6" x 12
TIG1"x6",2"x6"
Cedar Posts & Railing

RO s SN — . :..ﬁ;., i
Visit us on the web at www.mountainstateloghomes.com
Or email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.net

EREEOnlinelEvery/6iWeeks

WWWw:wyvasportsmantnet
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MP TI AB|/LFLUKEO|I LKKOOH 304-439-5329
AORBUG I G I ERATS NHCNUE |
MG OHK| S/ UPNLAHR|I IUXMSH RlCKS
EWOZHNOVHALDEFTLRMDOS
RRLKEAYATRUESLOIALMC MleTAXO'[)tclERMY
ake Those Outdoor
CEADRESPNSRUTUNHSIPE Memories Last A Lifetime
I NNWD LD LOAFORPB ST TNA|N 41 Years Experience
NC EKLEOULNAWI BEHKER|T
OHRNELOPANSRRRRI|IRWN][| fHalRdOn
Il E/OTGNPFSADODDLOTNCO X P L
ccepting Major Credit Cards
BIR UPOASOVRWFNEESRLE), Full Time/Award Winning Master
GOLLECMATRLANDRBRBEONPR Taxidermist Rick Dunlap
BI[E BRLSKAI1I1OLATI G| IDOD
GCMBJVNNKOENELIRTAWA_
SIAAHTENABNAHAUESMHAED www.wvasportsman.net
TNRSIRIWPATDTEBRGS|RW
RO TDLIEOTYZMSNHAXEOEA
EP ADSEKOEEERUJ IGNINR
NF ROGLOZSCWROULE|NI|LC
GSWIMB A I TGUECNARWO|L|/P||
Humminbird * Swimbait ¢ Lowrance ¢ Bait * Norman * Crawdad
Bug ¢ Scent ¢ Trilene ¢ Stren ¢ Cull ¢ Digital * Bionic * Booyah * Hog
Fillet * Bow ¢ Hook * Gamakatsu ¢ Shiner ¢ Pliers * Wrap ¢ Spool
Hog * Net *» Wrench ¢ Zoom * Bobber * Fluke * Vest * Transom * Lead :
Jig * Power ¢ Line * Knife * Reel * Snap ¢ Berkley ¢ Rig * Frog * Fish | | =
. Andy Godwin went to Burnsville
Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally Lake and caught nice crappie.

LARGE FISH & GAME PICS WANTED

CLIP OUT TO MAIL «~  We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2022.

| Name

| ho Send Photo To:
| Address | i . NO )
t’;_.?g—% " L WVS
| city | i DOES  p(.pox 5521
| state Zip | - Vienna, WV
i round__0r_| TEXT 304-482-1217 26105
I_Dir_ —— ghi — _#Piints_ —— | Photos Will Be Returned E-mail ansport@gmail.com
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2 CATFISH PAY LAKES ~ SAME FISHING RATES ON BOTH LAKES
CATFISH PARADISE

Lazy Dog

CATFISH PAYLAKE |Campground & Resort

“Where the big cats swim”
www.catfishparadiseohio.com

CATFISH PAYLAKE

1564 McGiriffins Lane
Jackson, Ohio 45640
(740) 384-4700

10 Cabins

*70 Full Hook-up
Campsites

JOIN THE
FUN!

Check Us Out

. On Facebook At
CATFISH PARADISE [#S888] S Lazy Dogs
12769 Veto Road [t < Enjoy Camping, Fishing & Swimming
Between Belpre & Marietta OnRt. 7§ z Numerous Sites Playground
. ' Shelter House BRING Pay Lake / Fishing
M a rletta ) 0 H Picnic Areas THE Dbl. Horseshoe Pits
45750 Bathhouse Swimming Pool
Laundry Facilities FAMILY Double Cornhole

FISHING RATES FOR 12 HOURS $17 + $3 BONUS FISH - 10 TO 6 YEARS OLD $5 - FREE 5 & UNDER
+ 24 HOURS $24 + 48 HOURS $42

Botll:oi’;ﬁlzess (;zzzizf;ulr:su-ﬁ;) aé;Au‘;V;z(ed Tackle Shops LIVE BAIT

Fri /Sat Tournaments 7pm to Midnite Lazy Dog FrilSat 8pm to am Catfish Paradise $15+ Ticket Pays Top 4
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www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com

Gebhble Up Your Savings
[ Supetiol Tovots

T.R. Hathaway says “Turkey Season Starts April 18 to May 22”

The name says it all!
SALES, SERVICE,
PARTS

www.SuperiorAutoWYV.com

Reserve Yours Today
2023 Toyota 4Runner
= gyl S0 N
2023 Toyota Tacoma ' o

Reserve Yurs Today

Reserve Yours Today
Rt. 50 EAST

PARKERSBURG
Customer Bonus Cash provided by manufacturer. Not all customers will qualify for special financing rate. 0% APR for fIiO . - 3 0 4_ 4 2 4_ 51 2 2

monthly payments of $16.67 for every $1,000 financed. 1.9% APR for 60 monthly payments of $17.48 for each $1,000 financed

www.superiorautowv.com

Plus tax & fees and dealer doc fee $533.93. Whereas every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, dealer not responsible
for errors. 0.9 % for 60 monthly payments of $17.05 per thousand financed. 2.75% APR for 60 monthly payments per $1,000

financed. .
www.superiorautowv.com www.superiorautowv.com




